
HELLO AND WELCOME TO MY REGULAR RADIO MESSAGE.
I'M JANET BARRESI, OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

ONE OF THE MOST REWARDING PARTS OF MY JOB IS HONORING GREAT TEACHING. THIS WEEK, I HAD THE 
PLEASURE OF NAMING THE 2013 OKLAHOMA TEACHER OF THE YEAR. 

THIS WAS HARD WORK FOR THE STATE JUDGES WHO HAD THE DIFFICULT TASK OF CHOOSING BETWEEN 12 
VERY QUALIFIED CANDIDATES.

THE FINAL SELECTION WAS ELAINE HUTCHISON, A TEACHER IN FAIRVIEW PUBLIC SCHOOLS. SHE TEACHES 
ALGEBRA II, TRIGONOMETRY, PRE-CALCULUS AND AP CALCULUS AT FAIRVIEW HIGH SCHOOL AND 
CHAMBERLAIN MIDDLE SCHOOL. SHE ALSO TEACHES AT THE OKLAHOMA SCHOOL OF SCIENCE AND 
MATHEMATICS REGIONAL CENTER.

ELAINE IS MARRIED TO A SCIENCE TEACHER. SHE DREW A LAUGH WHEN SHE SAID SHE GUESSED THIS IS 
THE YEAR THAT GEEK IS CHIC.

I WAS EXCITED AS I HEARD ELAINE ADDRESS THE GATHERING AT THE STATE FAIR. SHE BRINGS 
PHENOMENAL IDEAS THAT ALL EDUCATORS CAN EMBRACE. 

SHE SPOKE ABOUT HAVING A BALANCE BETWEEN HIGH TECH AND HIGH TOUCH -- TO ENSURE WE ARE 
USING CUTTING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY TO ENGAGE AND MOTIVATE STUDENTS. 

ELAINE RELATED THAT SHE IS THRILLED BY RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN CLASSROOM TECHNOLOGY, BUT 
SHE IS EQUALLY PERSONALLY INVOLVED IN HER STUDENT'S LIVES.

SHE SAID SHE STRIVES TO TEACH STUDENTS NOT WHAT TO THINK BUT HOW TO THINK, WHICH DEVELOPS 
HIGHER LEVEL THINKING SKILLS.

ELAINE USES HANDS-ON TECHNIQUES, WHICH REACH THOSE STUDENTS WHO MIGHT NOT LEARN IN 
TRADITIONAL WAYS. 

ELAINE BRINGS 19 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE TO THE TABLE. SHE'LL BE TRAVELING THE STATE DURING THE 
NEXT YEAR TO SPEAK TO OTHER CLASSROOM TEACHERS AND CIVIC GROUPS TO BE OUR “AMBASSADOR OF 
TEACHING.” SHE'LL REPRESENT OUR STATE IN THE NATIONAL TEACHER OF THE YEAR COMPETITION IN THE 
SPRING. 

I KNOW OUR STATE'S STUDENTS WILL BE THE BENEFICIARIES OF ELAINE'S KNOWLEDGE.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ELAINE AND TO THE OTHER VERY WORTHY FINALISTS. I'D ALSO LIKE TO SAY A BIG 
THANK YOU TO OUR MANY GENEROUS SPONSORS WHO SHOWER OUR FINALISTS AND OUR TEACHER OF 
THE YEAR WITH MANY GIFTS, CASH AND SCHOLARSHIPS. WE COULD NOT REWARD OUR TEACHER OF THE 
YEAR IN A PROPER WAY WITHOUT SUCH SUPPORT.
THANKS FOR LISTENING, AND WE'LL VISIT AGAIN SOON.


