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RE:  H.B. 1268 
SUBJECT:  Passport to Financial Literacy Act 
 
House Bill 1268 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill amends the Passport to Financial 
Literacy Act relating to students with the most significant cognitive disabilities and English 
language learners. 
 

• Current law requires students to complete a curriculum on personal financial literacy in 
order to graduate from a public high school in Oklahoma. 
 

• Section 1(E):  Amends the requirements for those students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities (MSCD) who have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) to 
allow for completion by (1) receiving substantive and substantial instruction in life-skills 
curriculum, and (2) demonstrating knowledge by alternate measures as required by their 
IEP. 

 
• Section 1(G)(4):  Requires the State Department of Education to provide online resources 

and materials to help English language learners understand and use the personal financial 
literacy information. 

 
• Section 1(K):  Suggests that school districts assign the responsibilities for personal 

financial literacy to the same teacher or teachers on a continuing basis in order to ensure 
high-quality consistent instruction.  

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Mr. Kelly Curtright, Director of 
Social Studies Education and Personal Financial Literacy Education, at (405) 522-3523 or Ms. 
Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  70 O.S. 11-103.6h 
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RE:  H.B. 1693 
SUBJECT:  Oklahoma Equal Opportunity Education Scholarship Act 
 
House Bill 1693 becomes effective January 1, 2016. This bill amends the tax credits that can be 
claimed under the Oklahoma Equal Opportunity Education Scholarship Act and expands the 
program to include additional special needs students and early childhood programs.  
 

• Current law allows for taxpayers to make contributions to eligible scholarship-granting 
organizations and eligible educational improvement grant organizations to receive a tax 
credit of 50% of their contribution, up to $1,000 for individuals, $2,000 for married 
couples, and $100,000 for corporations and partnerships. If a donor commits in writing to 
donate the same amount of money for two additional consecutive years, they will receive 
a tax credit of 75% of their contribution, not to exceed the established limits. 
 

o “Scholarship-granting organization” refers to nonprofit entities who distribute 
periodic scholarship payments to eligible students, spend 90% or more of their 
annual revenue on scholarships, make a portion of their grants to low-income 
students, ensure portability for their scholarships and are registered with the 
Oklahoma Tax Commission as such. 
 

o “Educational improvement grant organization” refers to nonprofit entities who 
give at least 90% of their annual receipts as grants to schools for innovative 
educational programs. 

 
• Section 1(B)(2) and Section 1(C)(2):  Changes the credit as described above to allow for 

any taxpayer who commits in writing to give the same amount for one additional year to 
receive a tax credit of 75% of their contribution, not to exceed the established limits. 

 
• Section 1(G)(2):  Amends the definition of “eligible special needs student” to include a 

child who is provided services through SoonerStart, and who during transition is 
determined to be eligible for school district services. A child diagnosed as having a 
significant learning disability who has been approved by the scholarship-granting 
organization may be considered as well. 

 
o Current law provides that eligible special needs students may receive an 

educational scholarship of up to $25,000 to cover tuition, fees and transportation 
costs for a qualified school for special needs accredited by the State Board of 
Education. 
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• Section 1(G)(3)(b):  Adds to the definition of “educational scholarships,” scholarships of 
up to $5,000 or 80% of the average per-pupil expenditure, as determined by the National 
Center for Education Statistics (NCES), to cover costs of a qualified school that does not 
charge tuition, enrolls special populations of students and is accredited by the State Board 
of Education. 
 

• Section 1(G)(5) and Section 1(G)(6):  Amends the definitions of “qualified school” and 
“qualified school for eligible special needs students” to include early childhood 
programs, including schools that provide educational programs for three-year-olds or 
prekindergarten educational programs for four-year-olds. 

 
• Section 1(G)(11):  Amends the definition of “early childhood education program” to 

include special education programs for eligible special needs students who are three years 
old or prekindergarten. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Dr. Rene Axtell, Assistant State 
Superintendent of Special Education Services, at (405) 521-3351 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, 
Director of Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to: 68 O.S. 2357.206 
!
! !
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RE:  H.B. 2157 
SUBJECT:  Family Support Accountability Act 
 
House Bill 2157 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill adds additional requirements for 
any agency that is implementing a home-visiting program that is state-funded or administered. 
 

• Section 2: Departments who provide home-visiting services must to include a framework 
for service delivery and accountability that promotes a continuum of care for those 
families at greatest risk for adverse childhood outcomes, face-to-face visits by specially 
trained parent educators, and works in partnership to maximize the opportunities for 
families to receive services that fit their needs. 
 

• Home-visiting programs should achieve two or more specified outcomes:  improve 
prenatal, maternal, infant or child health outcomes; reduce entry into the child welfare 
system; improve positive parenting and relationship skills; improve parental self-
sufficiency, including increased employment and educational attainment; improve 
children's readiness to succeed in school; and improve children's social-emotional, 
cognitive and language and physical development. 

 
o Departments may adopt and promulgate rules by which programs will operate. 

 
o “Departments” are defined to include any state department or agency 

implementing a home-visiting program. 
 

o “Home-visiting program” is defined as a state-funded or administered program 
that provides services to families of young children that elect to participate, 
connects families to additional services, promotes child well-being, among other 
things. 

 
o The Oklahoma program of parent education (formerly Oklahoma Parents as 

Teachers per S.B. 285 of 2015) administered by the State Department of 
Education qualifies as a home-visiting program. 

 
• Programs should collaborate with community partners, researchers, etc. to share best 

practices. 
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• Programs should collaborate with the Early Childhood Advisory Council to develop an 
outcomes measurement plan to monitor implementation and submit that plan by January 
1, 2016 to the Governor, Legislature, Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth and 
the Early Childhood Advisory Council. Plans are to be updated and submitted every five 
years. 

 
• Beginning December 1, 2017, departments are to allocate resources to the Early 

Childhood Advisory Council to submit an annual outcomes report to the Governor and 
Legislature. The plan will include data regarding cost per family, number of families, 
demographic data, and number and type of programs that have been funded. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Dr. Rene Axtell, Asst State 
Superintendent for Special Education, at (405) 521-4873 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
New Law at:  10 O.S. 601.80, 601.81 
Helpful Statutory References:  70 O.S. 3-162, 70 O.S. 10-105.3!
!
!
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RE:  S.B. 162  
SUBJECT:  School Testing Procedures 
 
Senate Bill 162 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill directs the State Board of Education to 
promulgate rules regarding assessments for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities. 
 

• Section 1:  Directs the State Board of Education, in consultation with experts, to provide 
for exemptions from those tests mandated by the State of Oklahoma for students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities (MSCD) who are also on an Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) and are assessed under the Oklahoma Alternate Assessment 
Program (OAAP).  

 
o Requires the State Board of Education to promulgate rules. 

 
o Under Oklahoma’s ESEA Flexibility Waiver, Oklahoma may not exempt any 

students from those tests that are federally mandated. 
 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Dr. Rene Axtell, Asst State 
Superintendent for Special Education, at (405) 521-4873 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
New Law at:  70 O.S. 1210.508-3 
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RE:  S.B. 285 
SUBJECT:  Schools 
 
Senate Bill 285 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill changes the name of the 
Oklahoma Parents as Teachers (OPAT) program to a program of parent education. 
 

• Current law requires the State Department of Education to operate the Oklahoma Parents 
as Teachers (OPAT) program. 
 

• Section 1(A)(3):  Directs the State Department of Education to operate a program of 
parent education, and eliminates the name Oklahoma Parents as Teachers from statute. 

 
o Note:  The SDE will continue to support a similar program, but changing the 

name will allow for greater flexibility in implementation. 
 

• Section 2:  Contains language to update the program as it is currently being operated, 
clarifying the authority of the State Board of Education and the State Department of 
Education. It also eliminates the requirement for a contract with “a field operations 
center” to coordinate the program. 

 
• Section 3(I):  Directs the State Board of Education to ensure that the standards for early 

childhood education, defined as prekindergarten, are aligned with any newly adopted 
standards.  

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Dr. Rene Axtell, Asst State 
Superintendent for Special Education, at (405) 521-4873 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  70 O.S. 3-162, 10-105.3, 11-103.7 
Helpful Statutory References:  70 O.S. 11-103.6a 
! !
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RE:  H.B. 1423 
SUBJECT:  Agriculture Education 
 
House Bill 1423 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill amends the transportation 
requirements for agriculture education programs. 
 

• Current law requires local school districts to provide transportation services to and from 
all agriculture education programs funded by CareerTech and FFA program duties and 
activities. 
 

• Section 1(C):  Eliminates the words “to and from all,” resulting in flexibility for district 
transportation policies.  

 
o Note:  While transportation is still required for traditional activities, it will not be 

required for all activities (i.e. out of state functions), as deemed appropriate by the 
district. 

 
Note:  H.B. 1423 and S.B. 50 both amend the same portion of law, 70 O.S. 14-108.2, and as 
such, should be read together. 
 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Lynn Jones, Executive 
Director of Accreditation, at (405) 521-6638 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  70 O.S. 14-108.2 
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RE:  S.B. 183 
SUBJECT:  Permissible Activity by Operator of Commercial Motor Vehicle 
 
Senate Bill 183 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill addresses use of a hand-held 
mobile telephone while operating a commercial vehicle. 
 

• Current law prohibits use of a cell phone to write, send or read a text message while the 
vehicle is in motion.   
 

• Section 1(F)(10):  Adds “operating a commercial motor vehicle while using a hand-held 
mobile telephone” to a list of other offenses that would disqualify any person from 
operating a Class A, B or C commercial vehicle.  

 
o It does allow for use of such devices when necessary to communicate with law 

enforcement or other emergency services. 
 

o “Operate” includes while temporarily stationary because of traffic, a traffic 
control device or other momentary delays. It does not include when the driver has 
moved to the side of the road and stopped in a safe location.  

 
• Section 1(G):  Changes the disqualification periods from 90 days to 180 days for first 

time violation of the initial disqualification period and from one year to two years for a 
second violation of the disqualification period within 10 years. 
 

• Section 2(A):  Prohibits use of a hand-held mobile telephone while operating a 
commercial motor vehicle except when necessary to communicate with law enforcement 
or emergency services.  

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Mr. Trent Gibson, Director of 
Transportation Services, at (405) 521-3472 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  47 O.S. 6-205.2, 11-901c 
!
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RE:  S.B. 411 
SUBJECT:  Department of Public Safety Examiners 
 
Senate Bill 411 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill allows the Department of Public 
Safety to implement a pilot program for using third-party examiners. 
 

• Section 1:  Directs the Department of Public Safety (DPS) to develop and implement a 
pilot program to evaluate the potential use of certified commercial truck driver training 
instructors employed by businesses involved in interstate or intrastate commerce to be 
certified third-party examiners. The pilot program will be limited to 10 businesses, begin 
no later than July 1, 2016, and last for two years. 
 

o No business can be established for such purpose and no person can act as an 
instructor or third-party tester unless they apply for and obtain a license from the 
Commissioner of Public Safety. 
 

o DPS is directed to adopt a curriculum to offer to those who qualify as a third-
party tester. 

 
o Each business that is licensed as a third-party tester is required to pay an initial 

fee and renewal fee of $5,000. Each person is required to pay $2,500. 
 

o An annual complete nationwide criminal history background check is required. 
 

o DPS is to promulgate rules.  
 

o Note:  Could provide additional testing opportunities for school bus drivers, 
which is a challenge for many school districts. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Mr. Trent Gibson, Director of 
Transportation Services, at (405) 521-3472 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
New Law at:  47 O.S. 6-110.4 
!
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