C. two members of the House of Representatives, appointed
by the Speaker,

d. Seeretary—of Executive Director of the Oklahoma
Department of Commerce amd—Fourism, and

F= Executive Director of the Oklahoma Employment Security
Commission—and

e—Two—members—that—represent labor—eorganizations; and

7= 4. Additional members, at the discretion and pleasure of the

Governor, may be appointed representing-=
a—Jeocal—welfare agencies
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i—repregsentatives—of-minorities—in Oklahoma the needs or

interests of the state economy or specific regional
needs; and

5. Ex-officio members, at the discretion and pleasure of the
Governor, may be included to provide expertise and agency
information to the Council. These appointments may include, but not

be limited to:

a. the Secretary of Education,

b. the Secretary of Health and Human Services,

C. the Secretary of Commerce,

d. the Chancellor of the Oklahoma State Regents for
Higher Education,

e. the Director of Career and Technology Education,
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f. the State Superintendent of Public Instruction,

g. the Director of the State Department of Rehabilitation
Services,

h. the Director of the Oklahoma Department of
Corrections,

i. the Commissioner of the Oklahoma Department of Mental
Health and Substance Abuse Services,

j.  the Director of the Oklahoma Health Care Authority,
and

K. the Native American Liaison.

C. Private sector members shall be appointed by and serve at

the pleasure of the Governor for a two-year term beginning October
1, 2005, and may be reappointed. However, of the initial private
sector members appointed, half shall be appointed for an initial
term of one (1) year beginning October 1, 2005. Private members may
be removed from office for failure to attend three consecutive
Council meetings. The chair of the Council shall be from the
private sector and shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure
of the Governor. |

D. The Council shall meet at such times and places as it deems
appropriate. Members shall serve without compensation. Council
members employed by a state agency shall be reimbursed travel
expenses related to their service on the Council as authorized by
state law by their respective state agency. Legislative members of
the Council shall be reimbursed by their respective houses for
necessary travel expenses incurred in the performance of their
duties as authorized by state law. Remaining Council members shall
also be reimbursed travel expenses related to their service on the
Council by the Oklahoma Department of Commerce as authorized by
state law. No member of the Council shall profit, directly or
indirectly, from any transaction with the Council.
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E. The duties and responsibilities of the Council in the
development, monitoring and aligning of the workforce system with
economic development shall include, but not be limited to:

1. Performing the duties required of the state governance board
by the federal Workforce ZImwvestment Innovation and Opportunity Act;

2. Identifying the human resource investment needs of Oklahoma
business and industry, together with those of the citizens of the
state, so that each might respond to and meet the needs of the
others and thus together build a robust, diversified economy;

3. Reviewing and evaluating workforce development programs
within the state, formulate recommendations to increase their
efficiency and effectiveness, eliminate duplication, and align with
economic goals. Recommendations shall be communicated to the
Govermnor, Legislature, state and federal government agencies and
appropriate individuals and entities within the private sector;

4. Increasing academic capability and technical skills within
the state workforce and foster lifelong learning among Oklahoma's
citizens;

5. Strengthening collaboration among institutions which provide
education and training services, government agencies which
coordinate employment and other human resource investment
activities, and Oklahoma business and industry to create a seamless
system to nurture healthy economic development; and

6. Enhancing rural economic development capability and
capacity, giving particular attention to regional collaboration and
partnering.

F. Activities of the Council shall be coordinated by the
Secretary of Commerce and—Teurism and directed by the Deputy
Secretary of Commerce for Workforce Development, or their successors
in office or function. Administrative and staffing support for the
Council shall be coordinated by the Office of Workforce Solutions
within the Department of Commerce.

G. The State Workforce Selutieons—Staff Team Partners originally
established under the authority of Executive Order 2005-27 as the
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Workforce Solutions Staff Team is hereby recognized by the
Legislature. This interagency team shall be comprised of executive
level staff from ald workforce, education and economic development
agencies of the state for the purpose of providing staff support to
the Council and to create efficiencies, eliminate duplication, and
eliminate barriers to jointly providing a service delivery system.
Other members may be included on this team as the Governor+
Searetary—e ommerce—or—Peputy—Seeretary——o ommeree may deem

necessary to accomplish this goal.

H. The Council shall be supported by funds available to state
agencies pursuant to state and federal laws and regulations. Each
member of the Council whose agency qualifies pursuant to state and
federal law to receive and use such funds shall assist by providing
support and funding of the Council in carrying out the
responsibilities of the Council.

I. The Council shall form a subcommittee on health workforce
whose purpose shall be to inform, coordinate, and facilitate
statewide efforts to ensure that a well-trained, adequately
distributed, and flexible health workforce is available to meet the
needs of an efficient and effective health care system in Oklahoma.
Duties of the Health Workforce Subcommittee shall include, but not
be limited to, the following:

1. Conducting data analysis and preparing reports on health
workforce supply and demand:

2. Research and analysis of state health professional education
and training capacity;

3. Recommend recruitment and retention strategies for areas
determined by the Oklahoma Primary Care Office or the Oklahoma
Office of Rural Health to be areas of high need; and

4. Assessment of health workforce policy, evaluation of impact
on Oklahoma's health system and health outcomes, and developing
health workforce policy recommendations.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective November 1, 2015.
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Passed the Senate the 5th day of March, 2015.

/

Presiding Officer of the Senate

Passed the House of Representatives the 21st day of April, 2015.

@& C. Dra B2

Presiding Officer of the House
of Representatives

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR %
/

Received by the Office of the Governor this ,5;2;}

Approved by the Governor of the State of Oklahoma this 4;;>E}

day of (“Wp , 20 15 , at /‘7’9 o'clock £ M.

Governor of tée/ State of Oklahoma

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Received by the Office of the Secretary of State this <£Qb?

, 20 /5 , at &‘07 o'clock ﬂ M.

day of )
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H.B. 1268

T
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RE: H.B. 1268

SUBJECT: Passport to Financial Literacy Act

House Bill 1268 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill amends the Passport to Financial
Literacy Act relating to students with the most significant cognitive disabilities and English
language learners.

* Current law requires students to complete a curriculum on personal financial literacy in
order to graduate from a public high school in Oklahoma.

e Section 1(E): Amends the requirements for those students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities (MSCD) who have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) to
allow for completion by (1) receiving substantive and substantial instruction in life-skills
curriculum, and (2) demonstrating knowledge by alternate measures as required by their
IEP.

¢ Section 1(G)(4): Requires the State Department of Education to provide online resources
and materials to help English language learners understand and use the personal financial
literacy information.

* Section 1(K): Suggests that school districts assign the responsibilities for personal
financial literacy to the same teacher or teachers on a continuing basis in order to ensure
high-quality consistent instruction.

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Mr. Kelly Curtright, Director of
Social Studies Education and Personal Financial Literacy Education, at (405) 522-3523 or Ms.
Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520.

Amendment to: 70 O.S. 11-103.6h
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An Act

ENROLLED HOUSE

BILL NO. 1268 By: Casey, Cannaday and Denney

of the House
and

Ford of the Senate

An Act relating to schools; amending 70 0.S. 2011,
Section 11-103.6h, which relates to the Passport to
Financial Literacy Act; deleting obsolete language;
adding an alternative method of demonstrating
satisfactory knowledge for certain students;
requiring the State Department of Education to
provide certain resources and materials; encouraging
school districts to make certain teaching
assignments; providing an effective date; and
declaring an emergency.

SUBJECT: Passport to Financial Literacy Act

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 70 0.S. 2011, Section 11-103.6h,
is amended to read as follows:

Section 11-103.6h A. Personal financial literacy education
shall be taught in the public schools of this state. Personal
financial literacy education shall include, but is not limited to,
the following areas of instruction:

1. Understanding interest, credit card debt, and online
commerce;

2. Rights and responsibilities of renting or buying a home;
3. Savings and investing;

4. Planning for retirement;




5. Bankruptcy;
6. Banking and financial services;
7. Balancing a checkbook;

8. Understanding loans and borrowing money, including predatory
lending and payday loans;

9. Understanding insurance;
10. Identity fraud and theft;
11. Charitable giving;

12. Understanding the financial impact and consequences of
gambling;

13. Earning an income; and

14. Understanding state and federal taxes.

26082009 sehoot—year—in In order to graduate from a public high
school accredited by the State Board of Education with a standard

diploma, students shall fulfill the requirements for a personal
financial literacy passport. The requirements for a personal
financial literacy passport shall be satisfactory completion in all
areas of instruction in personal financial literacy as listed in
subsection A of this section during grades seven through twelve or
demonstration of satisfactory knowledge as provided for in
subsection E of this section.

C. Begianing—with—the 2006820609 sechool—yrear—sehooedt School

districts shall provide instruction in personal financial literacy
to students during grades seven through twelve. School districts
shall have the option of determining when each area of instruction
listed in subsection A of this section shall be presented to
students.

D. Personal financial literacy instruction shall be integrated
into one or more existing courses of study or provided in a separate
personal financial literacy course. School districts shall have the
option of determining into which course or courses each area of
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instruction listed in subsection A of this section shall be
integrated.

E. Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities
(MSCD) who have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) that
directs that the student is to be assessed with alternate
achievements standards through the Oklahoma Alternative Assessment
Program may demonstrate satisfactory knowledge in each area of
instruction listed in subsection A of this section upon a
determination, supported by documentation, by the school district
that the student has met the following criteria:

1. Receives substantive and substantial instruction in life-
skills curriculum; and

2. Demonstrates the acquired knowledge of the student with MSCD
by alternate measures as required by the IEP.

F. The State Board of Education shall identify and adopt
curriculum standards for personal financial literacy instruction
that reflect the areas of instruction listed in subsection A of this
section. The standards shall be incorporated into the state
academic content standards adopted by the Board pursuant to Section
11-103.6 of Pitle—F0—ofthe-Oklahema—Statutes this title and known
as the Priority Academic Student Skills Curriculum.

F+- G. The State Department of Education shall:

1. Develop guidelines and material designed to enable schools
to infuse personal financial literacy within any course of study
currently offered by the school district or offer personal financial
literacy as a separate course. The guidelines shall outline the
areas of instruction to be taught based on the curriculum standards
adopted by the Board;

2. Develop professional development programs that are designed
to help teachers provide instruction in personal financial literacy
and incorporate the curriculum into an existing course Or courses OoOr
develop curriculum for a separate personal financial literacy
course; ane

3. Provide resources, including on-line modules, for
integrating the teaching of personal financial literacy into an
existing course or courses of study or for developing a separate
personal financial literacy course. The on-line modules shall
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include an assessment component for each area of instruction listed
in subsection A of this section; and

4. Provide resources, including on-line modules, and materials
designed to enable students identified as English language learners
to understand and use the personal financial literacy information
presented.

6~ H. The Department may work with one or more not-for-profit
organizations that have proven expertise in the development of
standards and curriculum and delivery of teacher professional
development in personal financial literacy for the purpose of
developing and providing guidelines, materials, resources, including
on-line modules, and professional development.

H- I. 1. For students who transfer into an Oklahoma school
district from out of state after the seventh grade, school districts
shall assess the knowledge of the student in each of the areas of
instruction listed in subsection A of this section. If the school
district determines that the transferred student has successfully
completed instruction in any or all of the areas of personal
financial literacy instruction at a previous school in which the
student was enrolled or if the student demonstrates satisfactory
knowledge of any or all of the areas of personal financial literacy
instruction through an assessment, the school district may exempt
the student from completing instruction in that area of personal
financial literary instruction. School districts may use the
assessment contained in the on-line modules provided by the State
Department of Education pursuant to subsection £ G of this section
to determine the personal financial literacy knowledge level of the
student. School districts may also use the on-line modules to
present an area of instruction to transferred students who have not
completed or who did not demonstrate satisfactory knowledge in one
or more of the areas of personal financial literacy instruction.

2. For students who transfer into an Oklahoma school district
from out of state after the junior year of high school, school
districts may make an exception to the requirements for a personal
financial literacy passport pursuant to the provisions of Section
11-103.6 of Pitle—Fo—-eof the Oklahoma—Statutes this title.

F— J. The State Textbook Committee created in Section 16-101 of
pitle F0—of+the—-Oklahoma—Statutes this title may, when selecting
textbooks for mathematics, economics, or similar courses, select
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those textbooks which contain substantive provisions on personal
finance.

K. In order to deliver high-quality consistent personal
financial literacy instruction, school districts are encouraged to
assign the responsibility for teaching personal financial literacy
to the same teacher or teachers on a continuing basis.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective July 1, 2015.

SECTION 3. It being immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby
declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and

be in full force from and after its passage and approval.
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Passed the House of Representatives the 28th day of April, 2015.

S s

Presiding Officer of the House
of Repres atives

Passed the Senate the 8th day of April, 2015.

ol 2 20

Presiding Officer of the Senate

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Received by the Office of the Governor this é;>
day of av’i)/uvj/ , 20 [5 , at ,SQQ o'clock /) M.
/ f b { /

By:

Approved by the Governor of the State of Oklahoma this é/

day of Yyﬁébb&v Li; 42 Z o'clock /

0

Govefhor of éy% étate of Oklahoma

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Received by the Office of the Secretary of State this [}

day of / , 20 15 , at 22‘ l? o'clock [. M

L(
By: -
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RE: H.B. 1693
SUBJECT: Oklahoma Equal Opportunity Education Scholarship Act

House Bill 1693 becomes effective January 1, 2016. This bill amends the tax credits that can be
claimed under the Oklahoma Equal Opportunity Education Scholarship Act and expands the
program to include additional special needs students and early childhood programs.

Current law allows for taxpayers to make contributions to eligible scholarship-granting
organizations and eligible educational improvement grant organizations to receive a tax
credit of 50% of their contribution, up to $1,000 for individuals, $2,000 for married
couples, and $100,000 for corporations and partnerships. If a donor commits in writing to
donate the same amount of money for two additional consecutive years, they will receive
a tax credit of 75% of their contribution, not to exceed the established limits.

o “Scholarship-granting organization” refers to nonprofit entities who distribute
periodic scholarship payments to eligible students, spend 90% or more of their
annual revenue on scholarships, make a portion of their grants to low-income
students, ensure portability for their scholarships and are registered with the
Oklahoma Tax Commission as such.

o “Educational improvement grant organization” refers to nonprofit entities who
give at least 90% of their annual receipts as grants to schools for innovative
educational programs.

Section 1(B)(2) and Section 1(C)(2): Changes the credit as described above to allow for
any taxpayer who commits in writing to give the same amount for one additional year to
receive a tax credit of 75% of their contribution, not to exceed the established limits.

Section 1(G)(2): Amends the definition of “eligible special needs student” to include a
child who is provided services through SoonerStart, and who during transition is
determined to be eligible for school district services. A child diagnosed as having a
significant learning disability who has been approved by the scholarship-granting
organization may be considered as well.

o Current law provides that eligible special needs students may receive an
educational scholarship of up to $25,000 to cover tuition, fees and transportation
costs for a qualified school for special needs accredited by the State Board of
Education.

119



¢ Section 1(G)(3)(b): Adds to the definition of “educational scholarships,” scholarships of
up to $5,000 or 80% of the average per-pupil expenditure, as determined by the National
Center for Education Statistics (NCES), to cover costs of a qualified school that does not
charge tuition, enrolls special populations of students and is accredited by the State Board
of Education.

¢ Section 1(G)(5) and Section 1(G)(6): Amends the definitions of “qualified school” and
“qualified school for eligible special needs students” to include early childhood
programs, including schools that provide educational programs for three-year-olds or
prekindergarten educational programs for four-year-olds.

¢ Section 1(G)(11): Amends the definition of “early childhood education program” to
include special education programs for eligible special needs students who are three years
old or prekindergarten.
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Dr. Rene Axtell, Assistant State
Superintendent of Special Education Services, at (405) 521-3351 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson,
Director of Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520.

Amendment to: 68 O.S. 2357.206
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o An Act i

ENROLLED HOUSE
BILL NO. 1693 By: Calvey of the House

and

Loveless of the Senate

An Act relating to revenue and taxation; amending 68
0.8. 2011, Section 2357.206, as amended by Section 1,
Chapter 349, 0.S.L. 2014 (68 0.S. Supp. 2014, Section
2357.206), which relates to the Oklahoma Equal
Opportunity Education Scholarship Act; modifying
amount of credit made for consecutive years;
modifying definitions; and providing an effective
date.

SUBJECT: Oklahoma Equal Opportunity Education Scholarship Act
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 68 0.S. 2011, Section 2357.206, as
amended by Section 1, Chapter 349, 0.S.L. 2014 (68 O0.S. Supp. 2014,
Section 2357.206), is amended to read as follows:

Section 2357.206 A. This act shall be known and may be cited
as the "Oklahoma Equal Opportunity Education Scholarship Act".

B. 1. Except as provided in subsection F of this section,
after August 26, 2011, there shall be allowed a credit for any
taxpayer who makes a contribution to an eligible scholarship-
granting organization. The credit shall be equal to fifty percent
(50%) of the total amount of contributions made during a taxable
year, not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for single
individuals, Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for married
individuals filing jointly, or One Hundred Thousand Dollars
($100,000.00) for any taxpayer which is a legal business entity
including limited and general partnerships, corporations, subchapter
S corporations and limited liability companies; provided, if total
credits claimed pursuant to this paragraph exceed the caps




e et

established pursuant to paragraph 1 of subsection D of this section,
the credit shall be equal to the taxpayer's proportionate share of
the cap for the taxable year, as determined pursuant to subsection H
of this section.

2. For any taxpayer who makes a contribution to an eligible
scholarship-granting organization and makes a written commitment to
contribute the same amount for twe—2) an additional eenseeutive
yea¥rs year, the credit for the first year and the additional year
shall be equal to seventy-five percent (75%) of the total amount of
the contribution establishedin paragrapht+eofthis—subseetion made
during a taxable year, not to exceed the amounts established in
paragraph 1 of this subsection for the taxable year in which the
credit provided in this subsection is claimed. The taxpayer shall
provide evidence of the written commitment to the Oklahoma Tax
Commission at the time of filing the refund claim.

3. The credits authorized pursuant to the provisions of this
subsection shall be allocable to the partners, shareholders, members
or other equity owners of a taxpayer that is authorized to be
treated as a partnership for purposes of federal income tax
reporting for the taxable year for which the tax credits authorized
by this subsection are claimed on the applicable return, together
with required schedules, forms or reports of the partners,
shareholders, members or other equity owners of the taxpayer. Tax
credits which are allocated to such equity owners shall only be
limited in amount for the income tax return of a natural person or
persons based upon the limitation of the total credit amount to the
entity from which the tax credits have been allocated and shall not
be limited to One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for single
individuals or limited to Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for
married persons filing a joint return.

4. On or before December 31, 2017, and once every four (4)
years thereafter, such scholarship-granting organization and
educational improvement granting organization shall submit to the
Governor, President Pro Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, an audited financial statement for the
organization along with information detailing the benefits,
successes or failures of the program.

C. 1. Except as provided in subsection F of this section,
after August 26, 2011, there shall be allowed a credit for any
taxpayer who makes a contribution to an eligible educational
improvement grant organization. The credit shall be equal to fifty
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percent (50%) of the total amount of contributions made during a
taxable year, not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for
single individuals, Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for married
individuals filing jointly, or One Hundred Thousand Dollars
($100,000.00) for any taxpayer which is a legal business entity
including limited and general partnerships, corporations, subchapter
S corporations and limited liability companies; provided, if total
credits claimed pursuant to this paragraph exceed the cap
established pursuant to paragraph 2 of subsection D of this section,
the credit shall be equal to the taxpayer's proportionate share of
the cap for the taxable year, as determined pursuant to subsection H
of this section.

2. For any taxpayer who makes a contribution to an eligible
educational improvement grant organization and makes a written
commitment to contribute the same amount for &we—23) an additional
conseeutive—years year, the credit for the first year and the
additional year shall be equal to seventy-five percent (75%) of the
total amount of the contribution establishedinparagraph—t—eof—this
subseetion made during a taxable year, not to exceed the amounts
established in paragraph 1 of this subsection for the taxable year
in which the credit provided in this subsection is claimed;
provided, if total credits claimed pursuant to this paragraph exceed
the cap established pursuant to paragraph 3 of this subsection, the
credit shall be equal to the taxpayer's proportionate share of the
cap for the taxable year, as determined pursuant to subsection H of
this section. The taxpayer shall provide evidence of the written
commitment to the Oklahoma Tax Commission at the time of filing the
refund claim.

3. The credits authorized pursuant to the provisions of this
subsection shall be allocable to the partners, shareholders, members
or other equity owners of a taxpayer that is authorized to be
treated as a partnership for purposes of federal income tax
reporting for the taxable year for which the tax credits authorized
by this subsection are claimed on the applicable return, together
with required schedules, forms or reports of the partners,
shareholders, members or other equity owners of the taxpayer. Tax
credits which are allocated to such equity owners shall only be
limited in amount for the income tax return of a natural person or
persons based upon the limitation of the total credit amount to the
entity from which the tax credits have been allocated and shall not
be limited to One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for single
individuals or limited to Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for
married persons filing a joint return.
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D. 1. The total credits authorized pursuant to subsection B of
this section for all taxpayers shall not exceed Three Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($3,500,000.00) annually.

2. The total credits authorized pursuant to subsection C of
this section for all taxpayers shall not exceed One Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,500,000.00) annually.

3. The cap on total credits provided for in this subsection
shall be allocated by the Tax Commission as provided in subsection H
of this section.

E. For credits claimed for eligible contributions made during
tax year 2014 and thereafter, a credit shall not be allowed by the
Oklahoma Tax Commission for contributions made to a scholarship-
granting organization or an educational improvement grant
organization if that organization's percentage of funds actually
awarded is less than ninety percent (90%). For purposes of this
section, the "percentage of funds actually awarded" shall be
determined by dividing the total amount of funds actually awarded as
educational scholarships or educational improvement grants over the
most recent twenty-four (24) months by the total amount available to
award as educational scholarships or educational improvement grants
over the most recent twenty-four (24) months.

F. Any tax credits which are earned by a taxpayer pursuant to
this section during the time period beginning on the effective date
of this act through December 31, 2012, may not be claimed for any
period prior to the taxable year beginning January 1, 2013. No
credits which accrue during the time period beginning on the
effective date of this act through December 31, 2012, may be used to
file an amended tax return for any taxable year prior to the taxable
yvear beginning January 1, 2013.

G. As used in this section:

1. "Eligible student" means a child of school age who is
lawfully present in the United States and who is a member of a
household in which the total annual income during the preceding tax
year does not exceed an amount equal to three hundred percent (300%)
of the income standard used to qualify for a free or reduced school
lunch or who, during the immediately preceding school year, attended
or, by virtue of the location of such student's place of residence,
was eligible to attend a public school in this state which has been
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identified for school improvement as determined by the State Board
of Education pursuant to the requirements of the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001, P.L. No. 107-110. Once a student has received
an educational scholarship, as defined in paragraph 3 of this
subsection, the student and any siblings who are members of the same
household shall remain eligible until they graduate from high school
or reach twenty-one (21) years of age, whichever occurs first;

2. "Eligible special needs student" means a child who has been
provided services under an Individual Family Service Plan through
the SoonerStart program and during transition was evaluated and
determined to be eligible for school district services, a child of
school age who has attended public school in our state with an
individualized education program pursuant to the Individuals With
Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C.A., Section 1400 et seq. or a
child who has been diagnosed by a clinical professional as having a
significant disability that will affect learning and who has been
approved by the board of a scholarship-granting organization;

3. "Educational scholarships" means:

a. scholarships to an eligible student of up to Five
Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) or eighty percent (80%)
of the statewide annual average per-pupil expenditure
as determined by the National Center for Education
Statistics, U.S. Department of Education, whichever 1is
greater, to cover all or part of the tuition, fees and
transportation costs of a qualified school which is
accredited by the State Board of Education or an
accrediting association approved by the Board pursuant
to Section 3-104 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes,
er

b. scholarships to an eligible student of up to Five
Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) or eighty percent (80%)
of the statewide annual average per-pupil expenditure
as determined by the National Center for Education
Statistics, U.S. Department of Education, whichever is
greater, to cover the educational costs of a qualified
school which does not charge tuition, which enrolls
special populations of students and which is
accredited by the State Board of Education or an
accrediting association approved by the Board pursuant
to Section 3-104 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes,
or
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C. scholarships to an eligible special needs student of
up to Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) to
cover all or part of the tuition, fees and
transportation costs of a qualified school for
eligible special needs students which is accredited by
the State Board of Education or an accrediting
association approved by the Board pursuant to Section
3-104 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes;

4. "Low-income eligible student" means an eligible student or

eligible special needs student who qualifies for a free or reduced-
price lunch;

5. "Qualified school" means an early childhood, elementary or
secondary private school in this state, including schools which
provide special educational programs for three-year-olds or
prekindergarten educational programs for four-year-olds, which:

a. is accredited by the State Board of Education or an
accrediting association approved by the Board pursuant
to Section 3-104 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes,

b. is in compliance with all applicable health and safety
laws and codes,

C. has a stated policy against discrimination in
admissions on the basis of race, color, national
origin or disability, and

d. ensures academic accountability to parents and
guardians of students through regular progress
reports;

6. "Qualified school for eligible special needs students" means

an early childhood, elementary or secondary private school in a
county in this state, including schools which provide special
educational programs for three-year-olds or prekindergarten
educational programs for four-year-olds;

7. "Scholarship-granting organization" means an organization
which:
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is a nonprofit entity exempt from taxation pursuant to
the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, 26
U.S.C., Section 501 (c) (3),

distributes periodic scholarship payments as checks

made out to an eligible student's or eligible special

H. B. NO.

needs student's parent or guardian and mailed to the
qualified school where the student 1s enrolled,

spends no more than ten percent (10%) of i1ts annual
revenue on expenditures other than educational
scholarships as defined in paragraph 3 of this
subsection,

spends each year a portion of its expenditures on
educational scholarships for low-income eligible
students, as defined in paragraph 4 of this
subsection, in an amount equal to or greater than the
percentage of low-income eligible students 1n the
state,

ensures that scholarships are portable during the
school year and can be used at any qualified school
that accepts the eligible student or at any qualified
school for special needs students that accepts the
eligible special needs student,

registers with the Oklahoma Tax Commission as a
scholarship-granting organization, and

has policies in place to:

(1) carry out criminal background checks on all
employees and board members to ensure that no
individual is involved with the organization who
might reasonably pose a risk to the appropriate
use of contributed funds, and

(2) maintain full and accurate records with respect
to the receipt of contributions and expenditures
of those contributions and supply such records
and any other documentation required by the Tax
Commission to demonstrate financial
accountability;

1693 Page 7




8. "Annual revenue" means the total amount or value of
contributions received by an organization from taxpayers awarded
credits during the organization's fiscal year and all amounts earned
from interest or investments;

9. "Public school" means public schools as defined in Section
1-106 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes;

10. "Eligible school" means any public school that is not
located within a ten-mile radius of a qualified school in this
state, or any public school that is located within a ten-mile radius
of a qualified school in this state but offers grade-level
instruction different from the qualified school or any public school
located within a public school district with fewer than four
thousand five hundred (4,500) students;

11. "Early childhood education program" means a special
educational program for eligible special needs students who are
three (3) years of age or a prekindergarten educational program
provided to children who are at least four (4) years of age but not
more than five (5) years of age on or before September 1;

12. "Innovative educational program" means an advanced academic
or academic improvement program that is not part of the regular
coursework of a public school but that enhances the curriculum or
academic program of the school or provides early childhood education
programs to students;

13. "Educational improvement grant" means a grant to an
eligible public school to implement an innovative educational
program for students, including the ability for multiple public
schools to make an application and be awarded a grant to jointly
provide an innovative educational program; and

14. "Educational improvement grant organization" means an
organization which:

a. is a nonprofit entity exempt from taxation pursuant to
the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, 26
U.S.C., Section 501 (c) (3), and

b. contributes at least ninety percent (90%) of its
annual receipts as grants to eligible schools for
innovative educational programs. For purposes of this
subparagraph, an educational improvement grant
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organization contributes its annual cash receipts when
it expends or otherwise irrevocably encumbers those
funds for expenditure during the then current fiscal
yvear of the organization or during the next succeeding
fiscal year of the organization.

H. Total credits authorized by this section shall be allocated
as follows:

1. By January 10 of the year immediately following each
calendar vear, a scholarship-granting organization or an educational
improvement grant organization which accepts contributions pursuant
to this section shall provide electronically to the Tax Commission
information on each contribution accepted during such taxable year.
At least once each taxable year, the scholarship-granting
organization or the educational improvement grant organization shall
notify each contributor that Oklahoma law provides for a total,
statewide cap on the amount of income tax credits allowed annually;

2. a. If the Tax Commission determines the total combined
credits claimed for contributions made to scholarship-
granting organizations during the most recently
completed calendar year by all taxpayers are in excess
of the statewide caps provided in paragraph 1 of
subsection D of this section, the Tax Commission shall
determine the percentage of the contribution which
establishes the proportionate share of the credit
which may be claimed by any taxpayer so that the
maximum credits authorized by this section are not
exceeded.

b. If the Tax Commission determines the total combined
credits claimed for contributions made to educational
improvement grant organizations during the most
recently completed calendar year by all taxpayers are
in excess of the statewide caps provided in paragraph
2 of subsection D of this section, the Tax Commission
shall determine the percentage of the contribution
which establishes the proportionate share of the
credit which may be claimed by any taxpayer so that
the maximum credits authorized by this section are not
exceeded; and

3. The Tax Commission shall publish the percentage of the
contribution which may be claimed as a credit by contributors for
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the most recently completed calendar year on the Tax Commission
website no later than February 15 of each calendar year for
contributions made the previous year. Each scholarship-granting
organization or educational improvement grant organization shall
notify contributors of that amount annually.

I. The credit authorized by this section shall not be used to
reduce the tax liability of the taxpayer to less than zero (0).

J. Any credits allowed but not used in any tax year may be
carried over, in order, to each of the three (3) years following the
yvear of qualification.

K. 1. 1In order to qualify under this section, an educational
improvement grant organization shall submit an application with
information to the Oklahoma Tax Commission on a form prescribed by
the Tax Commission that:

a. enables the Tax Commission to confirm that the
organization is a nonprofit entity exempt from
taxation pursuant to the provisions of the Internal
Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C., Section 501(c) (3), and

b. describes the proposed innovative educational program
or programs supported by the organization.

2. The Tax Commission shall review and approve or disapprove
the application, in consultation with the State Department of
Education.

3. In order to maintain eligibility under this section, an
educational improvement grant organization shall annually report the
following information to the Tax Commission by September 1 of each
year:

a. the name of the innovative educational program or
programs and the total amount of the grant or grants
made to those programs during the immediately
preceding school year,

b. a description of how each grant was utilized during
the immediately preceding school year and a
description of any demonstrated or expected innovative
educational improvements,
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C. the names of the public school and school districts
where innovative educational programs that received
grants during the immediately preceding school year
were implemented,

d. where the organization collects information on a
county-by-county basis, and

e. the total number and total amount of grants made
during the immediately preceding school year for
innovative educational programs at public school by
each county in which the organization made grants.

4. The information required under paragraph 3 of this
subsection shall be submitted on a form provided by the Tax
Commission. No later than May 1 of each year, the Tax Commission
shall annually distribute sample forms together with the forms on

which the reports are required to be made to each approved
organization.

5. The Tax Commission shall not require any other information

be provided by an organization, except as expressly authorized in
this section. |

I.. In consultation with the State Department of Education, the
Tax Commission shall promulgate rules necessary to implement this
act. The rules shall include procedures for the registration of a
scholarship-granting organization or an educational improvement
grant organization for purposes of determining if the organization
meets the requirements of this act or for the revocation of the
registration of an organization, if applicable, and for notice as
required in subsection H of this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective January 1, 2016.
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H.B. 2157

RE: H.B. 2157
SUBJECT: Family Support Accountability Act

House Bill 2157 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill adds additional requirements for
any agency that is implementing a home-visiting program that is state-funded or administered.

¢ Section 2: Departments who provide home-visiting services must to include a framework
for service delivery and accountability that promotes a continuum of care for those
families at greatest risk for adverse childhood outcomes, face-to-face visits by specially
trained parent educators, and works in partnership to maximize the opportunities for
families to receive services that fit their needs.

* Home-visiting programs should achieve two or more specified outcomes: improve
prenatal, maternal, infant or child health outcomes; reduce entry into the child welfare
system; improve positive parenting and relationship skills; improve parental self-
sufficiency, including increased employment and educational attainment; improve
children's readiness to succeed in school; and improve children's social-emotional,
cognitive and language and physical development.

o Departments may adopt and promulgate rules by which programs will operate.

o “Departments” are defined to include any state department or agency
implementing a home-visiting program.

o “Home-visiting program” is defined as a state-funded or administered program
that provides services to families of young children that elect to participate,
connects families to additional services, promotes child well-being, among other
things.

o The Oklahoma program of parent education (formerly Oklahoma Parents as
Teachers per S.B. 285 of 2015) administered by the State Department of

Education qualifies as a home-visiting program.

* Programs should collaborate with community partners, researchers, etc. to share best
practices.
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* Programs should collaborate with the Early Childhood Advisory Council to develop an
outcomes measurement plan to monitor implementation and submit that plan by January
1, 2016 to the Governor, Legislature, Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth and
the Early Childhood Advisory Council. Plans are to be updated and submitted every five
years.

* Beginning December 1, 2017, departments are to allocate resources to the Early
Childhood Advisory Council to submit an annual outcomes report to the Governor and
Legislature. The plan will include data regarding cost per family, number of families,
demographic data, and number and type of programs that have been funded.

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Dr. Rene Axtell, Asst State
Superintendent for Special Education, at (405) 521-4873 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520.

New Law at: 10 O.S. 601.80, 601.81
Helpful Statutory References: 70 O.S. 3-162, 70 O.S. 10-105.3
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An Act

ENROLLED HOUSE
BILL NO. 2157 By: Echols of the House

and

Griffin of the Senate

An Act relating to children; enacting the Family
Support Accountability Act; defining terms; directing
departments providing home-visiting services to
promulgate rules; requiring home-visiting program to
conduct visits by trained educators; prescribing
programs to work in partnership; mandating program to
achieve a minimum of specified outcomes; directing
departments to work with listed groups for
information sharing; requiring home-visiting program
language for contracts and grants; mandating
collaboration with the Early Childhood Advisory
Council; prescribing development of outcomes
measurement plan; providing for submission of plan;
requiring collaboration to submit an annual outcomes
report; listing contents of annual outcomes report;
providing for codification; and providing an
effective date.

SUBJECT: Family Support Accountability Act
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 601.80 of Title 10, unless there

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Family
Support Accountability Act".

B. As used in the Family Support Accountability Act:




1. '"Departments" means any state department or agency
implementing home-visiting programs; and

2. '"Home-visiting program" means a state-funded or state-
administered, standards-based program that:

a. is grounded in relevant, empirically based best
practices and knowledge that:

(1) has comprehensive home-visiting standards that
ensure high quality service delivery and
continuous quality improvement, and

(2) follows with fidelity a program manual or design
that specifies the purpose, outcomes, duration
and frequency of services that constitute the
program,

b. provides services to families of young children that
elect to participate,

C. utilizes a variety of culturally relevant,
developmentally appropriate strategies,

d. connects families to additional services that support
parents,
e. promotes child well-being and prevents adverse

childhood outcomes,

f. promotes parental competence, child health and
development by building long-term relationships with
families and optimizing the relationships between
parents and children in their home environments,

g. provides for the collection and analysis of data about
program performance and outcomes at the state
aggregate level, county aggregate level, provider
level and participant level, and

h. does not include:

(1) a one-time home visit or infrequent home visits
with no intention of long-term services, such as
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a program that provides one home visit for all
newborn children,

(2) services delivered through an individualized
family service plan or an individualized
education program under Part B or Part C of the
federal government's Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act,

(3) services initiated by a report to the Department
of Human Services Child Welfare Services or by
court order, or

(4) programs in which home visiting is supplemental
to other services.

SECTION 2. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 601.81 of Title 10, unless there
is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A. The departments that provide home-visiting services may
adopt and promulgate rules by which the home-visiting program shall
operate.

B. The departments shall provide a framework for service
delivery and accountability across all home-visiting programs to
promote a continuum of care that targets families at the greatest
risk for experiencing adverse childhood outcomes.

C. A home-visiting program shall provide face-to-face visits by
specially trained parent educators to provide home-based family
support services.

D. The departments shall ensure home-visiting programs work in
partnership to serve children, thereby maximizing the opportunities

for families to receive services that best fit their needs.

E. A home-visiting program shall achieve two or more of the
following:

1. Improve prenatal, maternal, infant or child health outcomes,
including, but not limited to, indicators such as preterm birth

rates, substance abuse and tobacco use;

2. Reduce entry into the child welfare system;
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3. Improve positive parenting and relationship skills;

4. Improve parental self-sufficiency, including increased
employment and educational attainment;

5. Improve children's readiness to succeed in school; and

6. Improve children's social-emotional, cognitive and language
and physical development, including efforts at early identification
of delays.

F. The departments shall work with community partners,
researchers, model developers, program providers and interested
private entities to develop processes that provide for a greater
ability to collaborate, as well as share best practices and
information as necessary and appropriate.

G. When the departments authorize funds through payments,
contracts or grants that are used for home-visiting programs, they
shall include language regarding home visiting in the funding
agreement contract or grant that is consistent with the provisions
of the Family Support Accountability Act.

H. State and local agencies administering home-visiting
programs as defined in this act, providers of home-visiting services
and experts in home-visiting program evaluation shall collaborate
with the Early Childhood Advisory Council created in Section 640.1
of Title 10 of the Oklahoma Statutes to:

1. Jointly develop an outcomes measurement plan which includes
indicators related to the objectives established in subsection E of
this section in order to monitor outcomes for children and families
receiving home-visiting programs and determine the efficiency of
agency program implementation;

2. Complete and submit the outcomes measurement plan for state-
funded home-visiting programs by January 1, 2016, to the Governor,
the Legislature, the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth and
the Early Childhood Advisory Council and complete and submit an
updated plan every subsequent five (5) years; and

3. Develop a process for collecting and reporting outcomes
measures to maintain privacy and security.
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I. Beginning December 1, 2017, and annually thereafter, the
departments shall allocate resources to collaborate with the Early
Childhood Advisory Council to submit an annual outcomes report to
the Governor and the Legislature.

J. The annual outcomes report shall include:

1. Achieved outcomes as agreed upon and described in the
previously submitted outcomes measurement plan pursuant to
subsection H of this section for all state-funded family support

programs;

2. Combined program data regarding:

a. the cost per family served,

b. the number of families served,

C. demographic data on families served, and

d. the number and type of programs that the departments

have funded; and

3. Recommendations for quality improvements and future program
investments.

SECTION 3. This act shall become effective November 1, 2015.
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RE: S.B. 162
SUBJECT: School Testing Procedures

Senate Bill 162 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill directs the State Board of Education to
promulgate rules regarding assessments for students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities.

e Section 1: Directs the State Board of Education, in consultation with experts, to provide
for exemptions from those tests mandated by the State of Oklahoma for students with the
most significant cognitive disabilities (MSCD) who are also on an Individualized
Education Program (IEP) and are assessed under the Oklahoma Alternate Assessment
Program (OAAP).

o Requires the State Board of Education to promulgate rules.

o Under Oklahoma’s ESEA Flexibility Waiver, Oklahoma may not exempt any
students from those tests that are federally mandated.

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Dr. Rene Axtell, Asst State
Superintendent for Special Education, at (405) 521-4873 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520.

New Law at: 70 O.S. 1210.508-3
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ENROLLED SENATE

BILL NO. 162 By: Halligan, Mazzeil, and
Pittman of the Senate

and

Denney, McCullough,
Johnson, McDaniel (Jeannie)
and Sherrer of the House

An Act relating to testing; directing the State Board
of Education, in certain consultation, to promulgate
rules providing testing exemptions for certain
students; providing for codification; providing an
effective date; and declaring an emergency.

SUBJECT: School testing procedures
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1210.508-3 of Title 70, unless
there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

The State Board of Education, in consultation with experts in
the education and assessment of students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities (MSCD), shall promulgate rules providing for
exemptions from the mandated tests administered pursuant to the
Oklahoma School Testing Program Act for students with MSCD on an
individualized education program (IEP) that directs that the student
is to be assessed with alternate achievement standards through the
Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program (OAAP) who otherwise
demonstrates satisfactory knowledge in that subject.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective July 1, 2015.



SECTION 3. It being immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby
declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and
be in full force from and after its passage and approval.
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RE: S.B. 285
SUBIJECT: Schools

Senate Bill 285 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill changes the name of the
Oklahoma Parents as Teachers (OPAT) program to a program of parent education.

Current law requires the State Department of Education to operate the Oklahoma Parents
as Teachers (OPAT) program.

Section 1(A)(3): Directs the State Department of Education to operate a program of
parent education, and eliminates the name Oklahoma Parents as Teachers from statute.

o Note: The SDE will continue to support a similar program, but changing the
name will allow for greater flexibility in implementation.

Section 2: Contains language to update the program as it is currently being operated,
clarifying the authority of the State Board of Education and the State Department of
Education. It also eliminates the requirement for a contract with “a field operations
center” to coordinate the program.

Section 3(I): Directs the State Board of Education to ensure that the standards for early
childhood education, defined as prekindergarten, are aligned with any newly adopted
standards.

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Dr. Rene Axtell, Asst State
Superintendent for Special Education, at (405) 521-4873 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520.

Amendment to: 70 O.S. 3-162, 10-105.3, 11-103.7
Helpful Statutory References: 70 O.S. 11-103.6a
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ENROLLED SENATE

BILL NO. 285 By: Ford and Mazzei of the
Senate

and

Coody (Ann) of the House

An Act relating to schools; amending 70 O0.S. 2011,
Section 3-162, which relates to information requested
of parents upon initial enrollment of a student;
modifying name of certain program; amending 70 O.S.
2011, Section 10-105.3, which relates to the
development and implementation of parent education
programs; changing certain duties and functions from
the State Board of Education to the State Department
of Education; allowing the Department to provide
certain technical assistance; modifying certain
functions; changing the Parents as Teachers Program
name; modifying certain report; amending 70 O.S.
2011, Section 11-103.7, which relates to early
childhood education programs; directing the State
Board of Education to align standards for early
childhood education programs with certain standards;
and providing an effective date.

SUBJECT : Schools
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 70 O0.S. 2011, Section 3-162, is
amended to read as follows:



Section 3-162. A. Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year,
upon initial enrollment in a public school district, the school
shall request the parent or guardian of a student to provide
information to the school district regarding participation in the
following:

1. A childcare program that is licensed pursuant to the tiered
licensing system established by the Department of Human Services;

2. The SoonerStart program operated by the State Department of
Education;

3. The oklahoma—Parents—as—TFeachers program of parent education
operated by the State Department of Education pursuant to Section
10-105.3 of this title;

4. The Children First program operated by the State Department
of Health;

5. Any child abuse prevention program operated by the State
Department of Health;

6. Any federally funded Head Start program; and

7. Any other early childhood program funded by state or federal
monies as determined by the State Board of Education.

B. The State Department of Education shall verify the accuracy
of the information provided by the parents or guardians pursuant to
subsection A of this section with the appropriate agency. Each
agency shall cooperate and provide verifying data to the Department.

C. The State Department of Education shall develop state data
elements and codes for each program identified pursuant to
subsection A of this section for use in the statewide student record
system program, which shall be used to provide effective reporting
and research on the identified programs. The codes shall be entered
into the statewide student record system program upon initial
enrollment of a student.

D. The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to implement
the provisions of this section.
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SECTION 2. AMENDATORY 70 O0.S. 2011, Section 10-105.3, 1is
amended to read as follows:

Section 10-105.3 A. The State Beaxd Department of Education
shall develop and implement a program of parent education which
provides practical information and guidance to parents regarding the
development of language, cognition, social skills, and motor
development of young children. The program shall be phased in so
that services will be available to parents of children under age
three (3) in school districts identified by the Beaxd Department as
having the greatest numbers of children whose education is
considered to be high challenge. As funds are availlable—beginning
with—+the 1992-93 sehool—rea¥r, the Beard Department shall expand the
program so that services will be available to the school sites
identified by the Beard Department as having the greatest percentage
of children qualifying for the free or reduced school lunch program.
The Beaxrd Department shall expand the program each year if funding
is available to ensure that a parent education program is available
to all school districts. In evaluating new funding requests,
priority consideration shall be given to programs demonstrating the
greatest need combined with the greatest commitment of community,
foundation, and corporate support.

B. The program shall emphasize the importance of the parents of
children as a child's first and most influential teachers. The
parent education programs currently offered in other states should
be examined as possible models for the Oklahoma program.

C. The State Beard Department of Education shall provide or

contract with an organlzatlon to prov1de for technical assistance

?eaehefs—Pfegfam tralnlng and 1mp1ementatlon of the program of
parent education developed by the Department pursuant to subsection

A of this section. To be eligible for a technical assistance
contract, an applicant must shall be an affiliate member of a
national organization or association providing parent education
training, must have at least two (2) years' experience in
implementation of a Parents—as Teachers—Program program of parent
education which provides practical information and guidance to
parents, and must have at least one staff member with a degree above
the baccalaureate level who has expertise in Child Development or
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Early Childhood Education. Technical assistance shall include
assistance with training on program organization, management,
implementation, and fundraising techniques for groups seeking to
implement Parents—as—Teachers Programs a program of parent education
and existing PRarernts—as Teache¥rs Programs parent education programs
throughout the state. The technical assistance provider shall
compile a report+ utilizing data collected from the State Department
of Education arnd—thechild-Service-Pemonstration—Center+ on the
status of Parernts—as—Teachers Programs parent education programs
operating pursuant to this section in Oklahoma, including the
locations and descriptions of the programs, the sources of funding
for the programs, and pending applications for funding. The report
shall be filed on or before April 1 of each year with the Governor,
the Legislature, and the State Board of Education.

SECTION 3. AMENDATORY 70 O0.S. 2011, Section 11-103.7, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 11-103.7 A. Each school district may offer to four-
yvear-old children the opportunity to participate in an early
childhood education program.

B. The State Board of Education shall promulgate standards for
early childhood education programs for children who are at least
four (4) years of age on or before September 1 of the ensuing school
year. The standards shall include both half-day programs consisting
of not less than two and one-half (2 1/2) hours per school day, and
full-day programs of six (6) hours. The standards for all early
childhood education programs shall require a certified teacher, as
specified in this section, to be present in the classroom for the
length of the school day. Such program shall:

1. Be directed toward developmentally appropriate objectives
for such children, rather than toward academic objectives suitable
for older children;

2. Accommodate the needs of all children and families
regardless of socioeconomic circumstances; and

3. Require that any teacher employed by a public school to

teach in such early childhood education program shall be certified
in early childhood education.
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C. The superintendent of any school district providing
classroom space or other school facilities for a federally sponsored
Head Start program that is planning to make a material change in the
arrangement, shall give notice to the director of the Head Start
program at least seven (7) days prior to a school board hearing on
the matter.

D. A school district may offer such early childhood education
program within the district, in cooperation with other districts,
through the use of transfers as specified by law, or by contracting
with a private or public provider of early childhood education
programs, or by contracting for classroom space with a licensed
public or private child care provider based upon selection criteria
established by the district. If the program is provided through
contract with a private or public provider other than a school
district, the contract may only be continued if each teacher serving
the school on and after January 1, 1993, is certified in early
childhood education, except that all teachers, without such
certification, hired by such provider prior to January 1, 1993, and
serving in the school as an early childhood education teacher shall
be required to obtain certification on or before the beginning of
the 1996-97 school year. Any person who has been employed as an
early childhood educator with the Head Start Program, has a child
development associate degree (CDA) and has at least five (5) years
of experience in such employment shall be certified in early
childhood education for purposes of employment in the public schools
of this state to teach in early childhood education for children
four (4) years of age and younger; if such person is recertified in
child development by the Council for Early Childhood Professional
Recognition within five (5) years prior to the expiration of the
person's early childhood certificate that was issued by the State
Board of Education, such person shall be granted a renewal
certificate in early childhood education by the State Board of
Education upon expiration of the early childhood certificate.
Provided, private or public providers shall meet such other
standards required by law and by the State Board of Education.

E. If an early childhood program is provided by a private or
public provider pursuant to a contract as authorized in this
section, the contract shall address the requirements for
implementing the residency program for resident teachers as required
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in Section 6-195 of this title. Teachers employed by a private or
public provider in an early childhood education program provided
through contract with a public school district shall receive in
salary and/or fringe benefits amounts not less than the amounts
specified in the schedule set forth in Section +8—334—% 18-114.14 of
this title.

F. The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules to
provide for the implementation of such program.

G. An early childhood education program may be offered jointly
by school districts that have formed interlocal cooperative
agreements pursuant to Section 5-117b of this title.

H. The term ipre—kindergarten! "prekindergarten" shall mean

early childhood education for purposes of this title.

I. The State Board of Education shall ensure that the standards
for early childhood education are aligned with any new subject
matter standards adopted pursuant to Section 11-103.6a of this
title.

SECTION 4. This act shall become effective November 1, 2015.
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Passed the Senate the 27th day of April, 2015.

Pltan-Ctrs

Presiding Officer of the Senate

Passed the House of Representatives the 8th day of April, 2015.

Fo £ Dhons P

Presiding Officer jf tbe House

of Rep ntatives

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
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Received by the Office of the Governor this 22225
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By: ,OW <
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Approved by the Governor of the State of Oklahoma this

day of ,W\aﬁ%/ , 20 lfg , at zlifisro'clock Z; M
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Governor o e State of Oklahoma

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Received by the Office of the Secretary of State this /

day of /722Aj , 20 l S , at ‘ o'clock /2 M.
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H.B. 1423

DT,
S sy
Hill

RE: H.B. 1423

SUBJECT: Agriculture Education

House Bill 1423 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill amends the transportation
requirements for agriculture education programs.

* Current law requires local school districts to provide transportation services to and from
all agriculture education programs funded by CareerTech and FFA program duties and
activities.

* Section 1(C): Eliminates the words “to and from all,” resulting in flexibility for district
transportation policies.

o Note: While transportation is still required for traditional activities, it will not be
required for all activities (i.e. out of state functions), as deemed appropriate by the

district.

Note: H.B. 1423 and S.B. 50 both amend the same portion of law, 70 O.S. 14-108.2, and as
such, should be read together.

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Lynn Jones, Executive
Director of Accreditation, at (405) 521-6638 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520.

Amendment to: 70 O.S. 14-108.2

127






An Act

Iﬁ e ————— ——— t———

ENROLLED HOUSE
BILL NO. 1423 By: McPeak of the House

and

Marlatt of the Senate

An Act relating to schools; amending Section 1,
Chapter 31, 0.S.L. 2014 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2014, Section
14-108.2), as amended by Section 1 of Enrolled Senate
Bill No. 50 of the 1lst Session of the 55th Oklahoma
Legislature, which relates to agricultural education
programs; modifying certain transportation
requirement; providing an effective date; and
declaring an emergency.

SUBJECT: Agricultural education programs
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY Section 1, Chapter 31, 0.S.L. 2014
(70 0.S. Supp. 2014, Section 14-108.2), as amended by Section 1 of
Enrolled Senate Bill No. 50 of the 1lst Session of the 55th Oklahoma
Legislature, is amended to read as follows:

Section 14-108.2 A. Agricultural education programs are
designed for junior high and high school grades eight through
twelve, and shall be provided by comprehensive school districts.
Technology center school districts shall be prohibited from
operating agricultural education programs or FFA chapters in any
location.

B. Fach student enrolled in an agricultural education program
shall participate in a supervised agricultural experience project.

C. For each agricultural education program which is funded by
the Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education, the
local school district shall provide transportation services for ait




'=q.————_——-==—— = —

agricultural-education-program- and FFA-program-related duties and
to—and—from—att activities.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective July 1, 2015.

SECTION 3. It being immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby
declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and
be in full force from and after its passage and approval.

/
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Passed the House of Representatives the 3rd day of March, 2015.

e a7

Presiding'qtficer of the House
of Representatives

Passed the Senate the 14th day of April, 2015.

Lbt o Z,a/_.,

Presiding Officer of the Senate

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

5"
Received by the Office of the Governor this /
/ ‘
day of (){M , 20 Zfi Cat 200 orclock F M.

By:

Approved by the Governor of the State of Oklahoma this 15;7

day of ()Jpqu , 20 1551 , at 135533 o'clock Z M.
N\ Gl

Governor of ték State of Oklahoma

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE
2l S
Received by the Office of the Secretary of State this

day of QJ} , 20 :S , at :3:1(1 o'clock f' M.

By: - -
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RE: S.B. 183
SUBJECT: Permissible Activity by Operator of Commercial Motor Vehicle

Senate Bill 183 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill addresses use of a hand-held
mobile telephone while operating a commercial vehicle.

* Current law prohibits use of a cell phone to write, send or read a text message while the
vehicle is in motion.

¢ Section 1(F)(10): Adds “operating a commercial motor vehicle while using a hand-held
mobile telephone” to a list of other offenses that would disqualify any person from
operating a Class A, B or C commercial vehicle.

o It does allow for use of such devices when necessary to communicate with law
enforcement or other emergency services.

o “Operate” includes while temporarily stationary because of traffic, a traffic
control device or other momentary delays. It does not include when the driver has
moved to the side of the road and stopped in a safe location.

* Section 1(G): Changes the disqualification periods from 90 days to 180 days for first
time violation of the initial disqualification period and from one year to two years for a
second violation of the disqualification period within 10 years.

* Section 2(A): Prohibits use of a hand-held mobile telephone while operating a
commercial motor vehicle except when necessary to communicate with law enforcement
Or emergency services.
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Mr. Trent Gibson, Director of
Transportation Services, at (405) 521-3472 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520.

Amendment to: 47 O.S. 6-205.2, 11-901¢
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An Act

ENROLLED SENATE
BILL NO. 183 By: Schulz of the Senate

SUBJECT :

vehicle

and

Ortega of the House

An Act relating to driving privileges; amending 47
O0.S. 2011, Section 6-205.2, as last amended by
Section 7, Chapter 259, 0.S.L. 2013 (47 0.S. Supp.
2014, Section 6-205.2), which relates to
disqualifications from driving privileges; modifying
certain restrictions, definitions and penalties;
amending 47 0.S. 2011, Section 11-90lc, as amended by
Section 6, Chapter 207, O.S.L. 2012 (47 O.S. Supp.
2014, Section 11-901c), which relates to unlawful use
of cellular telephone; modifying certain restrictions
and definitions; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1.

last amended by Section 7, Chapter 259, O0.S.L. 2013 (47 0O.S.
2014, Section 6-205.2), is amended to read as follows:

Permissible activity by operator of commercial motor

AMENDATORY 47 O.S. 2011, Section 6-205.2, as

Supp.

Section 6-205.2. A. As used in this section, "conviction"

means:

1.

A nonvacated adjudication of guilt;



2. A determination that a person has violated or failed to
comply with this section in any court or by the Department of Public
Safety following an administrative determination;

3. A nonvacated forfeiture of bail or collateral deposited to
secure a person's appearance in court;

4. A plea of guilty or nolo contendere accepted by the court;
5. The payment of any fine or court costs; or

6. A violation of a condition of release without bail,
regardless of whether or not the penalty is rebated, suspended or
probated.

B. The Department of Public Safety shall disqualify any person
from operating a Class A, B or C commercial motor vehicle for a
period of not less than one (1) year upon receiving a record of
conviction of any of the following disqualifying offenses, when the
conviction has become final:

1. Driving, operating or being in actual physical control of a
Class A, B or C commercial motor vehicle while having a blood or
breath alcohol concentration, as defined in Section 756 of this
title, or as defined by the state in which the arrest occurred, of

four-hundredths (0.04) or more;

2. Refusing to submit to a test for determination of alcohol
concentration, as required by Section 751 of this title, or as
required by the state in which the arrest occurred, while operating
a Class A, B or C commercial motor vehicle, or if the person is the
holder of a commercial driver license, committing the offense while

operating any vehicle;

3. Driving or being in actual physical control of a Class A, B
or C commercial motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol
or any other intoxicating substance or the combined influence of
alcohol and any other intoxicating substance, or if the person is
the holder of a commercial driver license, committing the offense
while operating any vehicle. Provided, the Department shall not
additionally disqualify, pursuant to this subsection, if the
person's driving privilege has been disqualified in this state
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because of a test result or test refusal pursuant to paragraph 1 or
2 of this subsection as a result of the same violation arising from
the same incident;

4. Knowingly leaving the scene of a collision which occurs
while operating a Class A, B or C commercial motor vehicle, or if
the person is the holder of a commercial driver license, committing
the offense while operating any vehicle;

5. Any felony during the commission of which a Class A, B or C
commercial motor vehicle is used, except a felony involving the
manufacture, distribution or dispensation of a controlled dangerous
substance, or if the person is the holder of a commercial driver
license, committing the offense while operating any vehicle;

6. Operating a commercial motor vehicle while the commercial
driving privilege is revoked, suspended, canceled, denied, or
disqualified;

7. Manslaughter homicide, or negligent homicide occurring as a
direct result of negligent operation of a commercial motor vehicle,
or, if the person is the holder of a commercial driver license,
committing the offense while operating any vehicle;

8. Fraud related to examination for or issuance of a commercial
learner permit or a Class A, B or C driver license; or

9. Failure to submit to skills or knowledge reexamination, or
both, for the purpose of issuance of a commercial learner permit or
a Class A, B or C driver license within thirty (30) days of receipt
of notification from the Department.

C. The Department of Public Safety shall disqualify any person
from operating a Class A, B or C commercial motor vehicle for a
period of not less than three (3) years upon receiving a record of
conviction of any of the disqualifying offenses described in
subsection B of this section, committed in connection with the
operation of a motor vehicle which is required to be placarded for
hazardous materials under 49 C.F.R., Part 172, subpart F, when the
conviction has become final.
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D. The Department of Public Safety shall disqualify any person
from operating a Class A, B or C commercial motor vehicle for life
upon receiving a record of conviction in any court of any of the
disqualifying offenses described in subsection B of this section
after a former conviction of any of the following disqualifying
offenses, when the second conviction has become final.

The Department of Public Safety may promulgate rules
establishing conditions under which a disqualification for life
pursuant to the provisions of this subsection may be reduced to a
period of not less than ten (10) years provided a previous lifetime
disqualification has not been reduced.

E. The Department of Public Safety shall disqualify any person
from operating a Class A, B or C commercial motor vehicle for life
upon receiving a record of conviction for any felony related to the
manufacture, distribution or dispensation of a controlled dangerous
substance in the commission of which a Class A, B or C commercial
motor vehicle is used, or if the person is the holder of a
commercial driver license, committing the offense while operating
any vehicle, when the conviction has become final.

F. The Department of Public Safety shall disqualify any person
from operating a Class A, B or C commercial motor vehicle for sixty
(60) days upon receiving a record of a second conviction of the
person for a serious traffic offense arising out of separate
transactions or occurrences within a three-year period, when the
convictions have become final. The Department of Public Safety
shall disqualify any person from operating a Class A, B or C
commercial motor vehicle for one hundred twenty (120) days upon
receiving a record of a third conviction of a person for a serious
traffic offense arising out of separate transactions or occurrences
within a three-year period, when the convictions have become final;
provided, the one-hundred-twenty-day period shall run in addition to
and shall not run concurrently with any other period
disqualification imposed pursuant to this subsection. As used in
this subsection, "serious traffic offense" shall mean any of the
following offenses committed while operating a commercial motor

vehicle:

1. Speeding fifteen (15) miles per hour or more over the limit;
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2. Reckless driving;

3. Any traffic offense committed that results in or in
conjunction with a motor vehicle collision resulting in a fatality;

4. Erratic or unsafe lane changes;
5. Following too closely;
6. Failure to obtain a commercial driver license;

7. Failure to have in possession of the person a commercial
driver license;

8. Failure to have:

a. the proper class of commercial driver license for the
class of vehicle being operated,

b. the proper endorsement or endorsements for the type of
vehicle being operated, including but not limited to,
passengers or type of cargo being transported, or

C. both proper class and proper endorsement, as provided
in subparagraphs a and b of this paragraph; e¥

9. Operating a commercial motor vehicle while using a cellular
telephone or electronic communication device to write, send or read

a text-based communication while—thecommereial -motor—vehiele3is—3n
motion; Or

10. Operating a commercial motor vehicle while using a hand-
held mobile telephone.

For the purposes of paragraphs 9 and 10 of this subsection,
operating a commercial motor vehicle and using an electronic
communication device or a hand-held mobile telephone is permissible
by the operator when necessary to communicate with law enforcement
officials or other emergency services. Further, for the purposes of
paragraphs 9 and 10 of this subsection, "operate'" means operating on
a street or highway, including while temporarily stationary because
of traffic, a traffic control device or other momentary delays.
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Operating does not include when the driver of a commercial motor
vehicle has moved the vehicle to the side of or off a street or
highway and has halted in a location where the vehicle can safely
remain stationary.

G. Upon the receipt of a person's record of conviction of
violating a lawful out-of-service order, when the conviction becomes
final the Department shall disqualify the driving privilege of the
person as follows:

1. For a first conviction for violating an out-of-service
order:

a. except as provided in subparagraph b of this
paragraph, the period of disqualification shall be for

ainety—96) one-hundred eighty (180) days, or

b. while transporting hazardous materials required to be
placarded under the Hazardous Materials Transportation
Act, 49 P. app. 180-1813, or while operating a motor
vehicle designed for transport of sixteen (16) or more
passengers, including the driver, the period of
disqualification shall be for one (1) year;

2. For a second conviction within ten (10) years for wviolating
an out-of-service order:

a. except as provided in subparagraph b of this
paragraph, the period of disqualification shall be for

ene—{1)—year two (2) years, or

b. while transporting hazardous materials required to be
placarded under the Hazardous Materials Transportation
Act, 49 P. app. 180-1813, or while operating a motor
vehicle designed for transport of sixteen (16) or more
passengers, including the driver, the period of
disqualification shall be for three (3) years; and

3. For a third or subsequent conviction within ten (10) years
for violating an out-of-service order, the period of
disqualification shall be for three (3) years.
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H. Upon determination by the Department that fraudulent
information was used to apply for or obtain a Class A, B or C driver
license, the Department shall disqualify the driving privilege of
the applicant or licensee for a period of sixty (60) days.

I. Any person who drives a Class A, B or C commercial motor
vehicle on any public roads, streets, highways, turnpikes or any
other public place of this state at a time when the person has been
disqualified or when the privilege to do so is canceled, denied,
suspended or revoked shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon
conviction shall be punished by a fine of not less than One Hundred
Dollars ($100.00) and not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00),
or by imprisonment for not more than one (1) year, or by both such
fine and imprisonment. Each act of driving as prohibited shall
constitute a separate offense.

J. Upon the receipt of the record of a conviction of a person
of a railroad highway grade crossing offense in a commercial motor
vehicle, pursuant to Sections 11-701 or 11-702 of this title or
Section 11-1115 of this title, or upon receipt of an equivalent
conviction from any state, when the conviction becomes final, the
Department shall disqualify the driving privileges of the person
convicted as follows:

1. The first conviction shall result in disqualification for
sixty (60) days;

2. The second conviction within three (3) years shall result in
disqualification for one hundred twenty (120) days; and

3. The third or subsequent conviction within three (3) years
shall result in disqualification for one (1) year.

K. The Department, upon receipt of a written notice of
immediate disqualification issued by the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration under 49 CFR 383.52, shall immediately
disqualify the person's commercial driving privilege for the period
of time specified on the written notice.

L. The periods of disqualification as defined by this section
shall not be modified. A person may not be granted driving
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privileges to operate a Class A, B or C commercial vehicle until the
disqualification is reinstated.

M. When any record of conviction, as specified in this section,
is received by the Department and pertains to a nonresident operator
of a Class A, B or C commercial motor vehicle, or if the nonresident
operator i1s the holder of a commercial driver license, a record of
the conviction pertaining to the nonresident operator of any
vehicle, the Department shall not disqualify the person and shall
report the conviction to the licensing jurisdiction in which the
license of the nonresident to operate the commercial vehicle was
issued.

N. Any person who is disqualified from driving under the
provisions of this section shall have the right of appeal, as
provided in Section 6-211 of this title.

SECTION 2. AMENDATORY 47 O0.S. 2011, Section 11-901c, as
amended by Section 6, Chapter 207, O0.S.L. 2012 (47 O.S. Supp. 2014,
Section 11-901c), is amended to read as follows:

Section 11-901c. A. It shall be unlawful for any person to
operate a commercial motor vehicle or for a public transit driver to
operate a motor vehicle on any street or highway within this state

while wsing:

1. Using a cellular telephone or electronic communication
device to write, send, or read a text-based communication white—the

motoeor—vehiale 3ig3in—motion; Or

2. Using a hand-held mobile telephone while operating a
commercial motor vehicle.

For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this subsection, using
a hand-held mobile telephone is permissible by drivers of a
commercial motor vehicle when necessary to communicate with law
enforcement officials or other emergency services.

B. Any person who violates the provisions of subsection A of
this section shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor
punishable by a fine of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00).
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C. As used in this section:

1. "Cellular telephone" means an analog or digital wireless
telephone authorized by the Federal Communications Commission to
operate in the frequency bandwidth reserved for cellular telephones;

2. "Electronic communication device" means an electronic device
that permits the user to manually transmit a communication of
written text by means other than through an oral transfer or wire
communication. This term does not include a voice-activated global
positioning or navigation system that is affixed to a motor vehicle;

3. '"Operate" means operating on a street or highway, including
while temporarily stationary because of traffic, a traffic control
device or other momentary delays. Operating does not include when
the driver of a commercial motor vehicle has moved the vehicle to
the side of or off a street or highway and has halted in a location
where the vehicle can safely remain stationary;

4. "Public transit driver" means:

a. any operator of a public transit vehicle owned and
operated by the State of Oklahoma, any public trust
authority, county, municipality, town or city within
this state,

b. any operator of a school bus or multi-passenger motor
vehicle owned and approved to operate by the State
Department of Education or any school district within
this state, or

C. any operator, conductor or driver of a locomotive
engine, railway car or train of cars; and

4- 5. "Write, send, or read a text-based communication", also
known as texting, means manually entering alphanumeric text into,
sending text, or reading text from, an electronic device, and
includes, but is not limited to, short message service (SMS), e-
mailing, instant messaging (IM), a command or request to access a
World Wide Web page, or engaging in any other form of electronic
text retrieval or entry, for present or future communication. As
used in this paragraph, texting does not include:
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a. using voice commands to select or enter a telephone
number, an extension number, or voicemail retrieval
codes and commands into an electronic device for the
purpose of initiating or receiving a phone call,

b. inputting, selecting, or reading information on a
global positioning system or navigation system, or

C. using a device capable of performing multiple
functions for a purpose that is not otherwise
prohibited in this part, including, but not limited
to, fleet management systems, dispatching devices,
smart phones, citizens band radios, and music players.

D. This act shall not apply to railroads and railroad operating
employees regulated by the Federal Railroad Administration.

SECTION 3. This act shall become effective November 1, 2015.
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Passed the Senate the 11th day of March, 2015.

[tbarLhin-

Presiding Officer of the Senate

Passed the House of Representatives the 22nd day of April, 2015.
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Governor of the|/State of Oklahoma
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RE: S.B. 411

]

TR
it 5ol dgy
Hill

SUBJECT: Department of Public Safety Examiners

Senate Bill 411 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill allows the Department of Public
Safety to implement a pilot program for using third-party examiners.

Section 1: Directs the Department of Public Safety (DPS) to develop and implement a
pilot program to evaluate the potential use of certified commercial truck driver training
instructors employed by businesses involved in interstate or intrastate commerce to be
certified third-party examiners. The pilot program will be limited to 10 businesses, begin
no later than July 1, 2016, and last for two years.

o

No business can be established for such purpose and no person can act as an
instructor or third-party tester unless they apply for and obtain a license from the
Commissioner of Public Safety.

DPS is directed to adopt a curriculum to offer to those who qualify as a third-
party tester.

Each business that is licensed as a third-party tester is required to pay an initial
fee and renewal fee of $5,000. Each person is required to pay $2,500.

An annual complete nationwide criminal history background check is required.
DPS is to promulgate rules.

Note: Could provide additional testing opportunities for school bus drivers,
which is a challenge for many school districts.

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Mr. Trent Gibson, Director of
Transportation Services, at (405) 521-3472 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520.

New Law at: 47 O.S. 6-110.4
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An Act

ENROLLED SENATE

BILL NO. 411 By: Crain, Pittman and Sharp of
the Senate
and

Echols, Johnson, Walker and
Russ of the House

An Act relating to commercial driver licenses;
directing the Department of Public Safety to develop
certain pilot program; providing eligibility
regquirements; directing the Department to adopt a
curriculum of courses; providing for certification
and renewal fees; directing the deposit of fees 1into
certain revolving fund; requiring annual background
checks; providing for the promulgation of rules;
providing for codification; and providing an
effective date.

SUBJECT: Department of Public Safety examiners
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 6-110.4 of Title 47, unless
there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A. The Department of Public Safety is directed to develop and
implement a pilot program to evaluate the potential use of certified
commercial truck driver training instructors employed by businesses
engaged in interstate or intrastate commerce licensed in the state
of Oklahoma to be certified third-party examiners for the Department
of Public Safety. The pilot program shall have a maximum of ten



businesses and shall begin no later than July 1, 2016, for a period
of two (2) vyears.

B. Any certified commercial truck driver training instructor
who is currently an operator or an employee of a business engaged in
interstate or intrastate commerce licensed in this state shall be
eligible to apply to be a third-party tester of the Department of
Public Safety for the purpose of administering the Class A, B or C
driving skills portion of the Oklahoma driving examination to any
person who has not previously been a student of the instructor.

C. No business shall be established for the education and
training of persons, and no person shall act as an instructor or
third-party tester unless such business or person applies for and
obtains from the Commissioner of Public Safety a license in the
manner and form prescribed by the Commissioner.

D. The Department of Public Safety shall adopt a curriculum of
required courses and training to be offered to applicants who are
qualified to apply to be a third-party tester. The courses and
training for certification shall meet the same standards as required
for commercial driver examiners of the Department of Public Safety.

E. Each business engaged in interstate or intrastate commerce
licensed in this state with an employee or person applying to be an
instructor or third-party tester shall be required to pay an initial
fee of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) and an annual renewal fee
of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00). Each person applying to be an
instructor or third-party tester shall be required to pay an initial
certification fee of Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00).
Upon successful completion of training prescribed by subsection D of
this section, the person shall be required to pay an annual third-
party tester certification fee of Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars
($2,500.00). The third-party tester certification fees collected by
the Department pursuant to this subsection shall be deposited to the
credit of the Department of Public Safety Restricted Revolving Fund
to be used for the purposes of this section. The Department shall
not be required to operate this program unless adequate funds are
provided. No third-party tester certification fee shall be refunded
to the business or person in the event that certification is denied,

suspended or revoked.
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F. The Department shall conduct on an annual basis a complete
nationwide criminal history background check on each third-party
tester and a complete nationwide criminal history background check
on each third-party tester applicant. The fees for the background
check shall be borne by the third-party tester or third-party tester
applicant.

G. The Department of Public Safety shall promulgate rules to
implement and administer the provisions of this section based on

requirements set forth in Section 383.75 of Title 47 of the Code of
Federal Regulations.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective November 1, 2015.
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Passed the Senate the 15th day of April, 2015.

-
A

Presiding Officer of the Senate

Passed the House of Representatives the 13th day of April, 2015.
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Approved by the Governor of the State of Oklahoma thlS_J;Q/

day of W 20 |5 atﬁ/g o'clock ,ﬂ M.
7@%4%«/

Governor of the ate of Oklahoma

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Received by the Office of the Secretary of State this 02’

day of : , 20 ZS , at 2)‘-lcl o'clock « M.

By:
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